[Pharmacotherapy of chronic neuropathic pain].
Chronic neuropathic pain has a prevalence of 6.9-10% in the general population. The current recommendations for treatment are presented based on a literature search. Neuropathic pain requires the use of co-analgesic, antidepressant, anticonvulsant drugs and topical agents because non-opioid analgesic drugs are usually ineffective. The use of meta-analyses tricyclic antidepressants, selective serotonin-norephinephrine reuptake inhibitors, and calcium channel anticonvulsants are recommended as the drugs of first choice. Under certain conditions chronic neuropathic pain can be treated with opioids. Topical therapeutics are only used to treat peripheral neuropathic pain. At present the use of drugs is independent of the etiology of the pain. Comorbidities, concomitant medication, potential side effects and patients' age have to be considered in treatment planning.